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Eight                                                           HOUSEHOLD
ONE who knew Khaina well in the early days
tells of the ways in which he tried to pre-
pare himself for the time when he would
become chief.   He travelled his country from end
to end, and made himself familiar with every
pool and path.    Considering the vast extent of
the country, and its character, his knowledge
was almost uncanny.
But soon the inevitable cleavage came be-
tween the tribal customs and the Christian
ideals. The leaven began to work, or, as
old Moshesh would say, the " egg hatched."
In various little ways Khama had already
shown a tendency to break away from the herd
instincts and traditions, as, for instance, when
he refused to share in the reprisals Sekhome
instituted for the Matebele raid.
But matters came to a head in April, 1865,
when the great ceremony of " boguera ** or
circumcision drew near. Among the Bechr
uana this took place about every three years,
and in it centred the oldest and, to many, the
dearest traditions of the tribe. This ceremony
was practised by most of the South African
tribes, and to this day is secretly carried on by
some, though in some eases Government has
prohibited it. All boys at puberty had to
undergo it, and no man might inherit property
or take his place in the tribe until he had under-
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